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Entrance Examination Program 

for Applicants to Doctoral Studies 
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D015 – “Geography” 
 

I. General Provisions 
1. This program is developed in accordance with the Order of the Minister of 

Education and Science of the Republic of Kazakhstan dated October 31, 2018, No. 
600 “On the Approval of Standard Rules for Admission to Education in 
Organizations Implementing Educational Programs of Higher and Postgraduate 
Education” (hereinafter referred to as the Standard Rules). 

2.The doctoral entrance examination consists of an interview, writing an 
essay, and a subject-specific examination. 

 
Component Points 

1. Interview 30 

2. Essay 20 

3. Examination in the profile of the educational program group 50 

Total / Passing score 100 / 75 

 
3. The duration of the entrance examination is 3 hours and 10 minutes, 

during which the applicant writes an essay and answers questions from an 
electronic examination ticket. The interview is conducted at the university prior to 
the entrance exam. 

 
II. Procedure for Conducting the Entrance Examination 
Applicants to the doctoral program in the educational program group D015 – 

“Geography” write a problem/thematic essay. The volume of the essay should be no 
less than 250 words. 
The purpose of the essay is to determine the level of analytical and creative abilities, 
expressed in the ability to construct personal arguments based on theoretical 
knowledge, social, and personal experience. 

Types of essays: 
- A motivational essay revealing the applicant’s motivation for research 

activities; 



- A scientific-analytical essay justifying the relevance and methodology of 
the proposed research; 

- A problem/thematic essay reflecting various aspects of scientific knowledge 
in the subject area. 
 

2. The electronic examination ticket consists of 3 questions. 
Topics for preparation in the profile of the educational program group: 
 
Discipline: “Designing the Geographic Educational Environment” 
Structure of the geographic educational environment. Main approaches to designing the 

geographic educational environment. System of requirements for educational and material 
resources. Classification of requirements. Designing the geographic educational environment for 
learning activities. Principles of the geographic educational environment. Designing within a 
specific paradigm. Design algorithm. Criteria and indicators of an optimal geographic educational 
environment and the rationale for their inclusion. Design in the context of traditional education. 
Design in the context of modular learning technologies. 

 
Discipline: “Computer Technologies in Socio-Economic Education” 

Computer and communication technologies in implementing information-activity models in 
education. Informatization of education as a factor of societal development. Expert and analytical 
methods for evaluating electronic educational resources. ICT in stimulating cognitive activity of 
students. Relevance of developing and reviewing educational systems in socio-economic 
education. Online libraries in socio-economic education. Issues of informatization in socio-
economic education. Concept and significance of interactive teaching methods. 

 
Discipline: “Modern Paradigms of Geographic Education” 
Existing paradigms of geographic education. Technocratic and humanistic paradigms. 

Emergence of the cultural paradigm and issues of its implementation in geographic education. 
Main directions and principles of modern geographic education paradigms. Contemporary issues 
and prospects in geography teaching technologies. Cultural-geographic paradigm. Innovation-
synergetic paradigm and its relationship with system-forming processes. Main directions of the 
development of scientific geographic education. 

 
Discipline: “History and Methodology of Geographic Science” 
Physical, economic, social, and political geography. Changes in geographic paradigms and 

their reflection in economic and social geography. Structure of geographic science and its place in 
the system of sciences. Geographic scientific schools. French school of human geography. 
"Radical geography", "behavioral geography". Main trends in "humanistic geography". 
Differentiation in economic, social, and political geography. Classification of changes related to 
the transition of leading countries to the post-industrial stage. Branches of modern geographic 
science: geo-economics, geosystem, geoecology, geodemography, geourbanistics, neogeography, 
and geopolitics. 
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